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Burden of Cervical CA 
 Cancer of the cervix uteri is the 3rd most common cancer among women 

worldwide, with an estimated 569,847 new cases and 311,365 deaths in 2018 

(GLOBOCAN). The majority of cases are squamous cell carcinoma followed by 

adenocarcinomas. 

 



Burden of Cervical CA 

 HPV is the cause of almost all cervical cancer cases and is responsible for an 

important fraction of other anogenital and head and neck cancer.  
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Available Vaccines: 

 There are currently two licensed HPV vaccines.  

 Gardasil® (Merck & Co., USA) is a quadrivalent vaccine that protects against 

four HPV genotypes (6, 11, 16 and 18) 

 The other vaccine is Cervarix® (GlaxoSmithKline, UK), a bivalent vaccine with 

the adjuvant AS04 (made up of an aluminum salt and monophosphoryl lipid A) 

that protects against infection with HPV 16 and 18.  

 Both vaccines are given as a three-dose schedule intramuscularly; Gardasil® 

vaccine is administered at 0, 2 and 6 months, while Cervarix® vaccine is 

administered as a 0, 1 and 6 month schedule. 

 Both vaccines are highly efficacious against the genotypes included in the 

vaccines, and both stimulate long-lasting neutralizing antibodies that persist 

for at least 5 and 8.4 years post vaccination with Gardasil® and Cervarix® 

vaccine, respectively (Romanowski, 2011).  
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Vaccine History Fiji: 

 In 2008/9, the MoH in Fiji accepted a one-off donation of 110,000 doses of 

quadrivalent HPV vaccine (Gardasil®, Merck & Co.) based on the high cervical 

cancer disease burden.  

 There was enough vaccine to vaccinate four birth cohorts of girls (30,338 girls 

aged 9-12 years old) with a three-dose schedule via a school-based program.  

 However, not all the girls received the three-dose schedule, mainly due to 

absence from school on the day the school health team were visiting.  

 The Gardasil® vaccine coverage following the initial and the subsequent mop-

up campaign was: 62%, 56%, and 55% for doses one, two, and three 

respectively. 

 In 2013, the Fiji MoH with Australian Aid support introduced the Cervarix® 

vaccine as a three-dose schedule (0, 1 and 6 months) to be given to all girls in 

the last year of primary school as part of the national immunization program. 



Fiji Vaccine Schedule: 

 The high cost of the HPV vaccine, represented a substantial cost to the Fiji 

MoH budget, and the issues surrounding the implementation and maintaining 

high coverage of a three-dose schedule is challenging. 

 As a result, in line with other countries such as Panama, Chile, Canada, 

Pakistan, Bangladesh and European countries, together with WHO 

recommendation, in 2016, Fiji stepped down to a 2-dose schedule. 

 The revised dosing schedule allows for school aged girls (Class 8) to get 2 

doses of the vaccine at a 6-month interval. 

 




